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Human Errors and Human Factors in Service Delivery Processes:
A Literature Review and Future Works

Seung Kweon Hong
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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to review previous studies on human errors in the service delivery processes. Service industry is
sharply growing in the advanced countries. Many people are looking for something to contribute to the service industry.
Although there are many research topics related to service domain that human factors and ergonomics specialists can do
contribute, a few researchers are studying such topics. This paper indicated how previous researches on human factors and
human errors have addressed the service domain, in order to prompt human factor study on the service domain. A variety of
sources were inspected for literature reviews, including books and journals of managements, medicine, psychology,
consumer behavior as well as human factor and ergonomics. The characteristics of human errors in the service domain were
investigated. Human error studies in several service sectors were summarized such as medical service, automotive service
operation, travel agent service and call center service. Until now, human factors community was not much interested in
human errors in service domain. However, there is much space to contribute to service domain; human error identification,
human error analysis and control of human error. The research of human error in service domain can provide clues to
improve service quality. This paper helps to guide to identify human error of service domain and to design service systems.
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2. Human Errors and Service Domain for
Human Factors Research
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3. Previous Studies on Human Errors in
Service delivery Processes

3.1 Characteristics of human errors in service sector
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3.2 Human errors in medical systems
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Table 1. Human errors by provider
(Cited by Stewart & Chase, 1999)

Provider errors Observation | % of Total
Skill-based errors
Omission following interruption 11 10.5
Double capture 9 8.6
Interference 9 8.6
Reduced intentionality 8 7.6
Perceptual confusion 2 1.9
Omission 4 3.8
Memory lapse 1 1.0
Rule-based errors
No communications intended 13 124
Communications breakdown 11 10.5
Action deficiencies 12 114
Selectivity 8 7.6
Matching bias 6 5.7
Auvailability 5 4.8
Overconfidence 4 3.8
Rigidity 2 1.9
Spurious correlation 0 0.0
Informational overload 0 0.0
Total 105
Table 2. Human errors by customer
(Cited by Stewart & Chase, 1999)
Customer errors Observation | % of Total
Skill-based errors
Omission following interruption 4 11.4
Double capture 1 29
Interference 0 29
Reduced intentionality 0 0.0
Perceptual confusion 0 0.0
Omission 0 0.0
Memory lapse 0 0.0
Rule-based errors
No communications intended 18 514
Communications breakdown 4 11.4
Action deficiencies 3 8.6
Selectivity 2 5.7
Matching bias 1 29
Auvailability 1 0.0
Overconfidence 0 0.0
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Table 2. Human errors by customer
(Cited by Stewart & Chase, 1999) (Continued)

Table 3. Taxonomy of medical error (Continued)

Authors Taxonomy

Customer errors Observation | % of Total .

. Knowledge and skills errors
ngl(,hty . 0 00 (Makeham, * Errors in the execution of a clinical task
Spurious correlation 0 0.0 %Sg%,d Cg&r)lg, « Errors in diagnosis
Informational overload 0 00 ’ * Wrong treatment decision with right
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Diagnostic
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Table 3. Taxonomy of medical error

Authors Taxonomy
Process errors
* Errors in office administration
* Investigation errors
(Makeham, * Treatment error:
Dovey, County, catment Crrors

& Kidd, 2002) + Communication errors

* Payments errors

* Errors in health care workforce
management

* Error in diagnosis
* Failure to employ indicated tests
* Use of outmoded tests or therapy

* Failure to act on the results of monitoring
or testing

* Failure to obtain sufficient information
from the patient

* Coming to premature closure on a diagnosis

Treatmen

* Technical error in the performance of
(Leape, 1994) operation, procedure or test
* Error in administering the treatmen

* Error in the dose of a drug or in the method
of use of a drug

* Avoidable delay in treatment or in
responding to an abnormal test

* Inappropriate care: considering the patient's
disease its severity and so on

Preventive

* Failure to provide indicated prophylactic
treatment

* Inadequate monitoring of follow-up
treatment
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National Regulations

Institutional functions (policy, guidelines)

Organizational structures (coordination,
communication, and standardization of work
process, skills, input and output)

Distributed systems: interactions among
individuals and interactions between
groups of people and techonology

Individual-techonology
interaction

Individuals

Figure 1. The system hierarchy of medical errors
(Cited by Zhang, Patel, & Johnson, 2002)
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Table 4. Examples of errors by patients(Cited by Buetow & Elwyn, 2009)

Domain

Planning Errors

Execution Errors

Pre-consultation

* Attendance Deliberately avoids or delays attendance for Forgets to attend for planned consultation
formal clinical care
Make inappropriate demands for care Does not notify clinical provider of expected late
arrival for consultation
Consultation

* Information giving and coordination
» Manner and attitude investigations

* Diagnosis treatment

Distorts information given to clinical provider
Does not attend for clinical investigation

Overestimates ability to do agreed clinical tasks

Fails to state information clearly
Forgets to attend for investigations

Forgets to take treatment

Post-consultation

Chooses not to adhere to treatment plan

Fails to read medication labels and instructions
carefully
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3.3 Human errors in simple service systems
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Table 5. Customers and providers' activities for automotive
operation service(Cited by Chase & Stewart, 1994)

Steps Activities
* Customer calls for service appointment
Stage 1 * Service department schedules appointment
Preliminary ] ) )
Activities « Customer arrivals with vehicle
* Service adviser greets customer
* Obtain vehicle information
Stage 2 * Customer specifies problems
Problem * Preliminary diagnosis
Diagnosis . . .
& * Cost and time estimate is prepared
* Customer approves service
* Customer waits or departs
* Schedule and perform required work
* Work verified
Stage 3 )
Perform Work | ® Customer notified
* Vehicle cleaned
* Customer invoice prepared

Table 5. Customers and providers' activities for automotive
operation service(Cited by Chase & Stewart, 1994) (Continued)

Steps Activities
Stage 4 Billing * Customer pays bill
and Vehicle « Vehicle is retrieved

Retrieval

* Customer departs
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Figure 2. Service mediated by a human agent
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4. Domestic Studies and Future Works
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3 24 Fol Sholth 928 Be Au AlzHe
HUS BgaAY, AEaE s w318ha qrk
Chan (20000 9] Q7239} o] AHESE = W %
she Aul2 Al2EN 9 1H eF ThE Feel & 9
Ll

0 fo

t} ool tist ZAREA T} QJIH /S E0)i= Wte] B4

wojof 3t Zlo|t}.

5. Conclusion

o7 ok ALt An|A Fofol|A 2] Q1A @ Fi= Hw
A e BAS wx] EPY Aol 17 R tiF
AT T2 FaA oy AxE WHALNE FofA o]
Folglck e Aula oke] IR AE Ve A
TS Agste] R 5 Qo AR W] ATTA
T Ee ot}

B =R 71EATE BAsty &5 E vek A
TFASS AN 825 MulA EAEG BolA
222 Alzawh TQM (AR #4249 o dist 32 4]
Eo] Stk AujAeA g 1A 07 A4 Auls F49] &
o]7] A3t Aol dwdEdic Mulx A, Mu)~ e
A2 HARRLE: flEl I FE Ay, JIFFE F
Ast, AHF7F Y ARl AAE dHs A2 AHjx
okl e] QI7HE T 1A Q. Ae] gkl Zlojtt
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